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The Life of Rural to Rural Migrant Laborers in Bangladesh
-Findings from a Field Survey in Villages in Comilla District -
AMBUZ (Toshihiko SUDA)

Summary

Bangladesh, one of the poorest countries in Asia, has started to develop rapidly in recent years. However,
urban based industries such as garment industry are not strong enough to absorb all the surplus laborers in
poor rural areas. In addition, recent development has created imbalances among regions. These two factors put
pressure on the laborers of poor regions to move to relatively rich rural regions for employment opportunities
and higher wage.

Importance of rural to rural labor migration in development has been recognized. However, due attention
has not been paid to this issue in Bangladesh. Therefore, the author conducted a small field survey to investigate
the life of rural to rural migrant laborers in Comilla District, a relatively rich district in Bangladesh.

The main findings are as follows. Most of the migrant laborers interviewed are from Rangpur Division, the
poorest region in Bangladesh. They are engaged in various works such as agricultural labor, construction works,
rickshaw pulling, and peddling. They send a substantial portion of their income to their families living in their
home villages. In most cases, their livelihood has improved after starting migration. But their income is not
high enough to save money for starting business in their home villages or going abroad for more remunerative

employment.
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